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& 
ON THE NECESSITY AND DUTY OF EVANGELIZING THE ABORIGINES 
OF AMERICA. 


A SERMON ON PSALM II. 8.. 


Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and ths 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 


"T'uat this Psalm has an immediate relation to the Messiah, 
is not only the opinion of Christians, but is admitted even by 
many of the Jewish commentators themselves; and’ of course, 
those who reject the Lord Jesus as the true Messiah, believe the 
person here spoken of is yet to come. Without entering, into 
this inquiry we-may observe, that however nara? the Psalm 
may apply to David, yet the predictions contained in it, have 
a more complete accomplishment in the person and conduct of 
Jesus Christ, of whom king David was an expressive type. 

It would, indeed, be an easy matter, by entering into an ana- 
lysis of the several parts of this Psalm, to shew their exact ac- 
complishment, in the conduct of the enemies of the Lord Je- 
sus towards Him, their “ gathering together,” their nefarious 
*‘ councils” and their violent rage, against the “ Lord’s anoint- 
ed,?? &c. but waving these considerations, we only observe 
that the text itself, 4sk of me, &c. is a promise made by God 
the Fathér to Jesus Christ, to extend his dominion over the 
gentile world—‘ I will give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” 
How comprehensive this promise! And how glorious the pros- 
pect to the believer ! 

But it has never yet been fulfilled in its fullest extent. The 
kingdom of Christ has never included the uttermost parts of the 


earth. It remains, therefore, for the “latter day glory”? of the 
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Church to behold the inheritance of the Messiah, in its most 
extended sense. For although, after the ascension of Christ, 
and that accomplishment of His promise to His disconsolate 
disciples, and the gift of tongues on the memorable day of Pen- 
tecost, the kingdom of Christ was rapidly extended among the 
nations of the earth, yet all were not comprehended in the cir- 
cle of His government; even whole nations remained totally 
destitute of the knowledge of Christ. And so they remain to 
the present day ; and so they are likely to remain until more 
combined and energetic efforts are made by the Christian world 


- In the great work of evangelization. It is true, we have rea- 


son to congratulate ourselves on the exertions which have been 
made, and still are making, in this glorious work; but to ren- 
der those exertions effectual to the general diffusion of gospel 
truth, the latent energies of the Christian community must be 
called into action, and a more united and combined effort must 
be persevered in by all experimental Christians. lesay exper- 
wmental Christians; for as to the exertions of those who are 
only nominally so, any farther than their pecuniary aid may 
be rendered subservient to the grand purposes of the Christian 
ministry, as they are so nearly allied in disposition, motives, 
and worldly pursuits, to those whom they attempt to convert, 
their converts when made are not morally better in the sight of 
a holy God. Those conversions which do not affect the heart 
by producing a radical change, leave the convert under the em- 
pire of all his depraved passions and appetites ; so that while 
he exchanges an erroneous for a true system, he does but hold 
the truth in unrighteousness. Unless Christianity enter into 
the heart, and influence the will and affections, the motives and 
conduct, it does re worthy of its sacred Author. This is 
its design ; and it is only when this design is accomplished, that 
its superlative excellence and divine authority are demonstra- 
ted. Evidence, and arguments addressed to the understanding, 
may produce conviction, and induce a rational assent of the 
mind to the truth; but itis only by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost upon the heart, that the grand design of Christianity is 
effected. 

And though it is the most sublime of all sciences, naturally 
tending to enlighten the understanding, and to expand all the 
powers of the soul, yet its divine Author never ordained His 
apostles and ministers for the purpose of merely imparting 
knowledge to the human intellect; but He had a higher end 
in view, even the reformation of the heart and life, the present 
and eternal salvation of the soul. And so far as this grand de- 
sign is accomplished, so far the inheritance of Christ is extended. 

That there remains much to be done before the promise in 


eur text is fulfilled, will be evident to all who for a moment 
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look at the present state of the moral world. It is supposed 
that there are about seven hundred and sixty-two millions of souls 
on the terraqueous globe: and it is estimated that four hundred 
and seventy-five millions of these are Pagans, seventy-three mil- 
lions are Mahometans, and two hundred and fourteen millions are 
Christians ; so that five hundred and forty-eight millions do not 
even profess the Christian religion: if we add to these that pro- 
portion of the Christian world which are only nominally Chris- 
tian, what a great work remains to be done, before the utter- 
most parts of the earth are given to Christ for His possession ! 

But out of the four hundred and seventy-five millions of Pa- 
gans, it is supposed that five millions of them are included 
among the American Indians. Now while we behold so many 
of our fellow men immersed in all the darkness and supersti- 
stion of heathenism, can the heart of the Christian philanthro- 
pist remain unaffected, and betray all the apathy of a sang froid 
philosophy ? Surely it cannot. Nay it does not. The Chris- 
tian community, both in Europe and America, have already felt 
that impetus from the Holy Spirit, which excites to vigorous 
exertion. The Pagans of the old world have already felt the 
blessed effects of these-benevolent exertions, from the ministe- 
rial labours of our brethren in Europe; and neither are those 
upon our own borders entirely forgotten. May success attend 
every effort to evangelize the heathen world. 

But while our brethren beyond the Atlantic, are calling forth 
their united energies to Christianize the idolators of the east, 
it becomes the duty of American Christians to turn their atten- 
tion to their red brethren of the west. Here is ample room for 
the full display of that Christian benevolence, which it is the 

eculiar office of the gospel to inspire. Surely these are a part 
of those heathen which were given to Christ in the covenant of 
redemption ; and they are now waiting for the salvation of God: 
and whenever His kingdom shall extend to the “ uttermost 
parts of the earth,’’ these depressed children of the desert shall 
be comprehended within its limits. 

That this important, and very desirable event may be ac- 
complished, we will notice, 

I. The obligations we are under*to communicate the glad 
tidings of salvation to them. 

IJ], The most suitable means to do this. 


I. In respect to the obligations we are under to communicate 
the glad tidings of salvation to our brethren of the forest, we 
may observe, 

1. That justice, the first law of heaven, and the immutable 
rule of moral obligation, demands it at our hands. The Amer- 
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ican Indians are the original proprietors of the land we inhabit ; 
of which their forefathers were dispossessed, not always the 
most honourably, and sometimes with much injustice and cruel- 
ty. Without adverting to the inhuman barbarities of those 

hristian savages, the Spaniards, who, impelled by avarice, 
that “cursed thirst of gold,”’ practised upon the natives of the 
West-Indies, and of South-America, all the cruelties of the most 
gothic warfare—exhibiting all that depravity of heart which 
characterises a fallen spirit, while they held before those sim- 
ple people the idolatrous crucifix in one hand, and the murder- 
ous sword in the other—] say without chilling the heart with a 
recital of those horrid cruelties—we may x Feet that the In- 
dians inhabiting these northern regions, were not always treat- 
ed with thst justice and equity, which the laws of national in- 
tercourse demanded. It must be confessed that in many ine 
stances, while they attempted to introduce among them the arts 
of civilization, and offered to them the blessings of the gospel, 
they also taught them vices to which they had been strangers, 
proenone to their vitiated appetites the inebriating liquid, and 
earning them, by degrees, the horrid language of blasphemy. 
A thirst for opulence, also, frequently predominated over those 
better fe lings of the heart which Christianity inspires, and led 
them to indulge in that cupidity in their traffic with the natives, 
which is equally condemned hy the laws of nature and of God. 
These impolitic and aptichristian proceedings, were but the 
prelude, not to say the cause, of those coersive measures, which 
terminated in the sanguinary Indian wars, recorded in his- 
tory, to the perpetual! disgrace of the Christian name. Glad- 
ly would we, were it compatible with truth and honesty, draw a 
veil over these sad evidences of human weakness and deprav- 
ity; but the facts are too notorious to be either concealed or 
dishelieved ; and even to the present day, the conduct of the 
whites towards the Indian Tribes, is marked with similar evi- 
dences of the degeneracy of the human heart. 

But while an impartial regard to truth extorts these remarks, 
we rejoice to have it in our power to notice many honourable 
exceptions to such unjustifiable proceedings. Many laudable 
attempts were made, and with some success too, to introduce 
these wild men of the woods into the glorious privileges of the 
gospel. The indetatigable labours of a Braynard, and others, 
will long be remembered with gratitude and joy, as well as 
the persevering endeavours of the Moravian Missionaries, to 
make known the superior advantages of Christianity unto the 
Indian tribes. 

Not dwelling, however, upon what has been done; forgetting, 
as far as possible, the injuries which have been inflicted upon 
them, and praising God for every attempt to do them good; we 
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say that justice demands from the Christian community, a promyt 
and vigorous exertion to communicate to these people, the pre- 
eminent principles of Christianity. ‘They are our brethren ; for 
God hath made of one blood all the nations of the earth. Descend- 
ing from the same original stock, however remotely they may 
be now separated from us, as a branch of the's.me tree, they 
claim acommon kindred with us as a part of the great human 
family. Therefore, the grand maxim of our divine S»viour, which 
admits of univers] application, Do as you would be done by, re- 
quires us to leave no gospel means untried for the conversion of 
these our brethren. It isadebt we owethem. They havea just 
claim upon us; and therefore. if we pay them not, especially 
now that we are able, their account will be presented against 
us in the tremendous day of reckoning, and 


“ Vengeance will claim the full arrear.” 


They may even now say to us, “ You have taken possession 
ef our lands without an equivalent—You have driven us_ back 
into the wilderness,—and we are scattered and peeled unto this 
day—Instead of — us to be better, you have made us 
worse—and notwithstanding you have the good book, and pro- 
fess to worship the true God, who has forbidden all manner of 
iniquity—to obtain wealth, you have defrauded us of our pro- 
perty, and have introduced to us your liquid poison, with which 
we have been led trom drunkenness to shed each other’s blood. 
Why not set us an exemple of that soberness, justice, and mere 
cy which your good book teaches you to observe?” How eut- 
ting such language! especi:lly when we consider that it is the 
language of honest truth. To silence such complaints, the only 
effectual way is, to remove the offensive stumbling blocks out 
of their way, and present unto them, in all its native excellence 
and simplicity, the religion.of the Lord Jesus. And certainly, 
if we wish them the same happiness we would enjoy ourselves, 
we shall use all possible exertions to bring them to the knowl- 
edge of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

If this be so, if itis a debt we owe them, then we cannot be 
guiltless unless we make all possible haste to discharge it, that 
we may “reckon ourselves dead indeed unto”’ this * sin.” 

2. The spirit and genius of our religion urge us to the per- 
formance of this duty. What is the pre-eminent characteristic 
of this religion ? Is it not love? Does it not breathe good will 
to man? Like its divine founder, who was eminently distin- 
guished for his benevotence to the souls and bodies of men, it 
administers consolation to the afflicted, instruction to the igno- 
rant, and pardon to the guilty. Unlike a cold philosophy which 
looks with stoical apathy on the miseries of mankind, Chris- 




















> PR Sr ae? 


a 





326 A SERMON ON PSALM Il. 8. 


tianity sheds a compassionate tear over the suffering sons of 
men, while it beholds them bleeding under the wounds sin hath 
made; and provides an efficient balsam to heal their wounded 
spirits. It not only discloses to man his wretchedness, but 
points him to an all-sufficient remedy. 

But it does more. While human science is employed in fur- 
nishing man with instructions for the regulation of the-affairs of 
this life, Christianity directs the inquiring mind to the fields of 
immortality, as the ultimate end of his existence. Nor does it 
content itself with making known to man that he is destined for 
ammortality ; but, if its injunctions are obeyed, it fits him for its 
enjoyment. Shall then the statesman exhaust his eloquence, 
and the philosopher his storehouse of human wisdom, merely 
for the purpose of fitting men to be useful members of human 
society? and shall the preacher of immortality be less assidu- 
ous aa qualify men for the society of Heaven? How inconsis- 
tent: 

With a view to introduce the arts of civilization among the 
Indian Tribes, the Congress of the United States has appropri- 
ated the sum of ten thousand dollars annually. If this praise- 
worthy attempt to instruct them in the useful arts, succeed ac- 
cording to the design of that patriotic body, it will greatly aid 
the Christian Missionary in his work. But the Christian Mis- 
sionary has a higher end in view than merely to instruct men 
in reference to the present life. His object is to prepare them - 
for mansions of immortal glory. Christianity, indeed, derives 
its chief importance from that leading truth of it, which declares 
man immortal, and by that provision it makes to qualify him 
for eternal blessedness. Take away these advantages from the 
system, and you deprive it of one of the strongest motives to 
induce man to attend to its sacred injunctions. 

Now look at the Indian tribes, consisting of, perhaps, five 
millions of souls—all candidates for immortality—all must be 
either happy or miserable in another state of existence—are 
they not worthy the attention of the Christian ministry? Are 
they not as susceptible of those refined enjoyments which 
Christianity imparts, as white people? and should they not be 
sought after with assiduity and perseverance ? 

That system of religion therefore, which reveals these sub- 
lime and interesting truths, and whoze very essence is love, im- 
periously demands from all its votaries, and especially from its 
public ministers, every possible exertion to extend its benefi- 
cial influence to these sons of the forest. Who more worthy 
the attention of a Christian Missionary ? Who more need the 
enlightening and renovating truths of the gospel, than these 
American pagans, who have been so long wrapt up in the man- 
tle of ignorance and superstition? Shall the love of ease, of 
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luxury, or the more sordid love of gold, deter us from seeking 
their happiness? Look at our great Pattern. Why did He 
forsake the bosom of His Father? Why did He sweat, bleed, 
agonize, die! Was it not to rescue immortal souls from the 
thraldom of sin? What induced Him to undertake this glorious 
work? Pure, unbounded love! And a portion of this same 
love is infused into the hearts of all His disciples. The na- 
ture, therefore, of the religion we teach, requires us to sacrifice 
temporal enjoyments, after the example of our divine Head, for 
the sake of communicating its saving influence to our fellow- 
men. | 

In perfect conformity to the spirit of His religion, and to His 
own conduct, Jesus Christ has forbidden his followers to lay up 
treasure upon earth. And how shall we evince our attachment 
to him, and to His sacred cause, but by an extended benev- 
olence towards our fellow men? The Christian man, and espe- 
cially the Christian minister, who refuses to exert himself in 
this glorious cause, merely because it will abridge him of some 
of the fading enjoyments and glories of this poor world, exhib- 
its but very dubious marks of his discipleship. Does he not 
thereby evince that he loves the present world more than he 
loves his God? Nay, is not his God the god of this world? 
The peculiar glories of the world to come, opened upon the 
believing soul by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, while they eclipse 
the fluctuating glories of this ever varying life, inspire the Chris- 
tian believer with ardent desires for the present and’ future hap- 
piness of the wandering sons of men. ‘This view of the subject 
leads us to notice, 

3. That the benefits resulting to society from the conversion 
of these wandering tribes of men to the Christian faith, is an- 
other motive which strongly urges us toa prompt discharge of 
this duty. To understand what these benefits are, it is impor- 
tant to know what experimental Christianity does for men ; and 
then to contrast the present state of the Indian tribes, with what 
it will be when they are truly converted to God. 

As to the effects of experimental Christianity, whenever it takes 
up its abode in the human heart, it expels trom thence pride, 
hatred, avarice, revenge, malice, &c. and introduces in their 
place, humility, love, benevolence, a spirit of forbearance and 
forgiveness. And all those who live under the influence of this 
religion, are actuated in all their intercourse among men, by a 
sacred regard to justice, as well as mercy and humility. Now 
see the happy consequences of bringing these savages under 
the influence of this benign system of doctrines and precepts. 
Call to mind the many barbarities they have perpetrated, wheth- 
er with or without provocation from their white neighbours. 
it is well known that, in their wars, neither age nor sex escapes 
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their vengeance. Nor is it in war alone that our defenceless 
inhabitants of the exterior settlements have felt the effects of 
their ferocity. With what horror is the midnight yell heard by 
those who understand its murderous signal! And how often have 
the houses of the peaceable inhabitants been assailed by these 
wild men, who know no other rule of action but what their pas- 
sions dictate. It is too well known by those acquainted with 
their character that revenge dies not in their breast, only with 
its possessor, or with the object of bis malice. 

Calculate then, if you are able, what must be gained by con- 
verting these misguided peopie to that religion which teaches 
its possessor to duve his enemies, and to do good to those who 
despitefully use him. Instead of assailing the abodes of their 
unoffending neighbours with their merciless warfare, they would 
unite with them in the sweetest harmony of brotherly love, and 
the mutual interchange of justice and kindness. These are the 
genuine fruits of that holiness of heart which the gospel incul- 
cates. 

Let no one say, that this is not so, merely because there are 
many professed Christians, who indulge in evil tempers, in ava- 
rice, revenge, &c. as much as the Pagans themselves. We 
admit, indeed, the fact itself, but deny the consequence dedu- 
ced from it; that is, we admit that there always have been, and 
are still, professors of Christianity, who violate the obvious 
principles of their religion; but we deny that it is fairly infer- 
able from hence, that justice, goodness, love and mercy, do not 
result from experimental Christianity. All that can be justly 
concluded from the admission of the fact, is, that such persons 
are Christians in name only, they profess what they do not en- 
joy- But why should the inconsistency of nominal professors of 


religion be improved into an objection against the blessed ef- 


fects of Christianity 2? Must the system be responsible for the 
mal-conduct of those who abuse it? It is granted, indeed, that 
this is one of those difficulties which the Christian Missionary 
will have to remove, while obviating the objections which his 
Indian disciple wilf bring against Christianity ; and perhaps he 
will find it harder to remove than any other, seeing it is se 
difficult to separate a cause itself, from those who professedly 
espouse it. 

But does this objection still exist? Look at the great prin- 
ciples of Christianity. It uniformly inculcates all the princi- 
ples of morality, justice, truth, honesty, &c. Nay, it goes far- 
ther: it strikes at the root of all vice, produces a radical change 
in the disposition, and moulds the soul into the image of God. 
As has been already observed, its very essence is love—Love 
to God and man. And if 1 love my neighbour as myself, cer- 
tainly I cannot designedly do him an injury. I can make ne 














& SERMON ON PSALM IL. &. 329 


infringement upon his property, person or character. Al! those 
elevated sentiments, and those delicate and fine sensibilities, 
which exalt human beings to their original dignity in the scale 
of creation, and qualify them for useful members of society, re- 
sult from the radical operation of Christianity upon man. It 
not only teaches men what they ought to be and do, but it 
makes all those who yield to its influence, what they ought to 
be, and enables them to do what ought to be done. It pgints 
out the road in which man should walk, and then enables him to 
walk init. Wherever therefore this divine religion takes up its 
abode, it expels the spirit of strife, wrath, envy, and war. These 
pests of human happiness, which have their origin in the darkness 
of human depravity, and only thrive in the wilderness of unculti- 
vated fallen nature, wither before the rising beams of the Sun of 
righeousness. Just so far therefore, as the influence of this reli- 


gion of peace and joy inthe Holy Ghost, extends among the In- _, 
dian tribes, so far will their peace and happiness be promoteds” 


All that is included in the melioration of human wretchedseé#:, %: 
restoring the guilty offender to pardon and reconciliation ure 
God, in the purification of the human heart from its nati¢%defile- 
ment and perversity, in raising the lapsed powers of the sour to 
active vigour in the service of God, and in fitting man for a use- 
ful member of society here, as well as qualifying him for per- 
manent happiness hereafter, is secured in making these chil- 
dren of the desert genuine Christians. When this is effected, 
instead of the savage yell, the murderous tomahawk, and all the: 
sad effects of savage warfare, your ears shall be saluted witii 
songs of redeeming love, and the shouts of salvation; an* de- 
hold all those advantages which flow from friendly and mutual 
interchanges of acts of justice and kindness. 

To effect an object in which the individual interest of so 
many immortal ssc is so intimately connected, every lover of 
mankind will exert ali his influence. But this is the object to 
be accomplished by the conversion of the aboriginal inhabitants 
ef our country. And who can resist a motive of such com- 
manding influence? None but those who regard the interests of 
the present world in preference to those of the next. But even 
such, if they prefer the blessings of peace to war, of justice and 
humanity to injustice and cruelty, will rejoice to see these 
blessings secured by the introduction of Christianity among 
these people. But when we connect the happiness of the pres- 
ent and the future life together, we have the strongest motive 
imaginable to urge us to the vigorous performance of this most 
ebvious duty. | 

(To be Continued. ) 
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830 CONVERSION AND HAPPY DEATH OF WASHEURN PECK, 


Biography. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE CONVERSION AND HAPPY DEATH OF WASH:« 
BURN, SON OF ABEL AND DIADAMIA PECK. 


Wasupurn Pecx was born in New-Haven, state of Vermont, 
May 13,1799. His parents were both pious. Their house 
has been a preaching place for Methodist preachers for many 
years. But notwithstanding these religious advantages, the 
salvation of his soul occupied but little of his attention in the 
early part of his life. When he entered the eighteenth year of 
his age, he was much given to trifling amusements. His pious 
friends watched his movements with deep solicitude, and often 
entreated him to forsake his evil ways. He listened with res- 

ectful silence, but instructions and tears were all ineffectual. 
The throne of grace was now their only refuge: there with 
strong cries and tears, his friends, especially his pious mother, 
interceded for her son. 

One Sabbath evening, Oct. 12, 1817, a prayer meeting was 
to be held, as was usual, at his father’s house. Notwithstand- 
ing he was requested to attend, he took a horse and set off for 
a wedding not far distant. When he arrived at the place, the 
wedding was over. He then turned his course with a design to 
spend the evening among some gay young friends. He had, 
however, rode but a short distance, when his horse refused to 
mroceed, but began stamping with his feet with amazing vio- 
eng At this instant an unusual roaring assailed his ears, at 
the same time pungent conviction reached his heart. He now 
believed himself launching into the world of spirits, and that 
the frame of nature would soon be on fire, and the elements 
melt with fervent heat. All his sins stared him in the face, and 
he expected soon to be writhing in the flames of hell; he gave 
a leap with a view to clear himself of his horse—and he fell on 
his face upon the ground. In the depth of this consternation 
and despair he cried mightily to God for mercy, covenanting in 
the most solemn manner, that if God would spare him a little 
longer, he would forsake his sins, and make religion his whole 
business. He arose crying aloud for mercy, and set out for home. 
On his arrival at his father’s house, with his heart filled with 
anguish, and his eyes overflowing with tears, he related the cir- 
cumstances which had occurred on the way. Now for the first 
time his friends heard from his own lips the language of gen- 
wine repentance. He mourned over the sins of his past life. 
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Ifis sighs and groans filled his friends with painful delight.— 
With one accord they all kneeled to supplicate a throne of 
grace. The ensuing night, sleep departed from his eyes, and 
in the morning he refused to be comforted. A great change 
was visible in all his conduct. At length, the Lord spake peace 
(o his troubled mind. He changed his sighs and tears for joy 
and praise. The Lord gave him the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. | 

A few weeks after this he united in class, and for some time 
he was a pattern of piety. His conscience was remarkably ten- 
der—his conversation pious, and his whole deportment was se- 
rious and worthy of imitation. Though doubts and fears often 
interrupted the joys of religion, yet his uprightness of con- 
duct, his apparent sincerity and self-abasement, constrained all 
around him to acknowledge he had been with Christ. 

However, a few months before his last illness, he had become 
considerably backsliden in heart: but when it pleased God 
to send the harbinger of death, it pleased him at the same time 
to send his Holy Spirit tu bis heart, and awaken him to a sense 
of his fallen condition. On June 8, 1819, he was attacked with 
a billious complaint, which finally baffled the power of medi- 
cine. At first he concealed his distress of mind, but on the third 
day he opened his distressed case to his cousin who watched 
with him. He had a great struggle before he found comfort. 
Although death was making rapid progress on his mortal frame, 


‘yet such was the distress of his mind, that he in a measure for- 
got his poor body. He manifested the most sincere repentance | 


and humiliation, after reproaching himself in bitter terms as the 
chief of sinners. 

On the fifth day of his illness he found spiritual comfort. He 
prayed most fervently, and exhorted all around him to turn to 
God. He took his sister by the hand, and said, ‘‘O my sister 
shall I meet you in heaven ?” She replied, “1 believe you will 
if | am faithful unto death.’ He exclaimed, “ O glory to God! 
if [ can meet you in heaven, it is enough.”” His sister said to 
him, “I believe the Lord will soon receive your spirit.” He 
exclaimed with rapture, “ O! I will praise him! I will praise 
him! I will praise him! I wish I could go this moment. O! [I 
shall soon thirst no more, and feel no more pain forever. There 
I shall behold my blessed Saviour, and gaze on his beauties 
eternally. 

The case of his infirm father, who was soon to be depived of 
a son on whom he had placed some dependence for his declin- 
ing years, affected him very sensibly at times. During the 
ninth day of his illness, his friends sat around expecting every 
moment that the taper of life would be extinguished. Although 
4t was with much difficulty he could draw the vital air, he would 
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exert all his strength in praising God, and in exhorting all 
around him to prepare for death. 

On the eleventh day of his sickness his friends enjoyed the 
pleasure of seeing him yet alive, and his poor frame was yet in 
some degree enlivened by the lamp of life. After some silence, he 
said to those present, O how uncertain is life! But a few days 
ago I was in health enjoying prospects of a long life; but now 
I am seized in the morning of my days, and soon it will be said 
that Washburn Peck is no more. 

On the twelfth day, his sister hearing him saying something, 
stepped to him and heard him repeating the following lines, 


‘* No foot of land do | poses, 
No cottage in the wilderness, 
A poor wayfaring man: 
TI lodge awhile in tents below, 
And gladly wander to and fro, 
Till I my Canaan gain.” 


After which he threw his arms around her neck, and, with a 
countenance beaming with joy, said, “Glory! glory! glory! I 
shall soon get to heaven. What a glorious place! what a de- 
lightful employment awaits me there! He continued in this 
happy state of mind till nature sunk under its sufferings; and 
on the evening of the thirteenth day, about nine o’clock, his 
spirit took its flight to joys on high. 


—eS Kt oe 


Scripture Llustrated. 


——~ ——— 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
ILLUSTRATION OF ROMANS VI. 14, 


For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace. 


THERE appears to be a strong propensity in mankind, to 
involve religion in the perplexity of metaphysical disquisition. 
From the gratification of this propensity, what a multitude of 
evils have resulted, with regard to both doctrinal and practical! 
divinity? What else could have been expected? For when we 
give ourselves up to travel over the ground of metaphysics, 
nothing is more difficult than to keep the path of truth, especi- 
ally when the objects of our pursuit are things of a divine na- 
ture. Because on this ground we are surrounded with the 
shadows of midnight; a few feeble rays, as from distant stars, 


break, in a very small degree, the gloom with which we are en- 
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veloped, and afford a very indistinct view of a few objects near 
at hand. Yet in this delusive land men delight to wander—for 
here they feel at liberty to please themselves with the systems 
of their own fancy. 

The prudent use of metaphysical discussion, in order to ex- 
pose errors founded on metaphysical arguments, may sometimes 
be necessary and useful. But when men put no restraint on 
themselves, in regard to this subject, they are very likely, with 
Kaim, to plunge themselves into the absurdities of fatalism, or to 
wander, with Smith, into the opposite region of errors. 

We have been warring against fatality and some other doc- 
trines connected with it, until we have been driven, it is to be 
feared, into extremes on the other side of the question. Sometimes 
in our unguarded moments, we are ready to adopt the language 
of the latter of the above writers. ‘It is said,’ that man is 
‘¢ incapable of true virtue, as long as he is left merely to the ac- 
tion of his own natural powers.— This is 4 mistaken view of 
human nature.’”? ‘“ The most ignorant mind may become en- 
lightened, the most rude and uncultivated taste refined, and the 
most vicious disposition reformed. And this effect we see pro- 
duced simply by presenting clear ideas, and distinct examples 
of virtue and of taste before it; and by illuminating and direct- 
ing it, in the free and proper exercise of its natural faculties and 
powers. This language, whatever the Author meant by it, cer- 
tainly contains the very marrow of Pelagianism. By adopting 
it, we fly into the face of the eighth article of our faith; and 
thereby, we deny the first and most important doctrine of re- 
vealed religion-—the utter moral depravity of man through the 
fall, by which he is naturally rendered absolutely incapable of 
any liberty in the actions of his mind, respecting a choice of 
good in preference to evil.* 

When once we have eninge) our minds with the perplex- 
ing subtleties of metaphysical! writers, a kind of fatal obscurity 
hangs over our intellect, from which it is often extremely diffi- 
cult to deliver ourselves. Even when we approach the hight of 


* Mr. Smith does, indeed, profess to believe the depravity of human na~ 
ture. But what kind of depravity would he “strenuously assert ?”? Let Mr. 
Smith answer himself. ‘* But can any moral necessity be attached to man’s 
condition of depravity, which was not attached to his original state of inno- 
cence and perfection?” Here the secret comes out. The depravity of human 
nature is physical, but not moral—for moral depravity on the principles of na- 
ture, is always attended with proportionable moral necessity. This is the mis- 
erable subterfuge of modern Belgians They readily admit, that man has be- 
come poyoenlly depraved, subject to weakness of intellect, and infirmity and 
mortality of body—This they may “strenuously assert”—but they will as 


tte deny, that man is by nature morally depraved—utterly dead to ali 
good. 

We rejoice to know—we glory to declare—that every man through the re- 
demption which is in Jesus, has been delivered from that utter moral necessity 
into which he fell by transgression, and has been restored to a state of moral 
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the gospel, a strange obliquity of intellect, arising from the false 
impressions which we have received, is likely to divert us from 
the path of truth. ‘The plainest terms are misunderstood. Few 
words are plainer than the word law; yet, if we mistake not, 
the false ideas which have been received, with respect to the 
meaning of this term, as it occurs in different places in the Holy 
Scriptures, have occasioned a great part of the errors introduced 
into modern theology. 

Let any one, who is utterly unacquainted with the perplex- 
ing disputations of metaphysical divines, take up and diligently 
vead the Holy Bible, and be will readily perceive, that man has 
been placed under two moral governments distinctly different 
from each other. He will see that man existed in the garden 
of Eden under the law of his Creator—-a law arising from the 
natural relations of man, and perfectly consistent with his origi- 
nal circumstances. He will likewise discover that man is now 
under the law of his Redeemer—a law arising from the principles 
of grace, and perfectly adapted to his relation#" and circum- 
stances as a redeemed sinner. 

These two distinct codes of moral obligation ought never to 
be confounded. ‘They should always be kept distinctly sepa- 
rate from each other, in all our inquiries after religious truth.— 
For the chief relations which they bear to each other, are, that 
the violation of the first rendered the second necessary in order 
to the salvation of man, and that as the second came from the 
same Author, and is intended to govern the same rational being, 
though under different circumstances, it must necessarily partake, 
in some degree, of the moral nature of the first, and must have 
the same great object in view—the happiness of the subject in the 
manifestation of the glory of God. ‘Their most prominent char- 
acteristics distinguish them as different codes of obligation.— 
The principles on which they are predicated are different ; their 
obligations in many respects are remarkably unlike each other ; 
and the means by which their great object is to he accomplish- 
ed, exhibit such a difference as to excite astonishment. 

Saint Paul, in the words at the head of these observations, 
places these two different codes of moral government, in oppo- 
sition to each other, in order to enforce an important doctrine © 
of practical religion. The first he calls the Law; and the se- 
cond he denominates Grace. Under the first, according to this 


free-agency, in which he is able to make an election of good or evil. But this 
is not by natural powers or natural princip!es;—but by the supernatural in- 
fluence of divine grice. The most vicious disposition, while the subject 1s 
within the limiis of probation, may, therefore, be reformed :—But not swmply 
by presenting clear ideas, and distinct examples of virtue before the mind ;— 
but by the Almighty pewer and supernataral influence of the Holy Ghost, 
creating the soul anew in Christ Jesus. Let us never yieid this doctrine of the 
supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit. 
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argument of his, is the dominion of sin; and under the second, 
the reign of righteousness——deliverance from the dominion of 
sin. 

We are not ignorant, that it has been a general opinion, that 
the law in the words referred to, is the law of Moses. But we 
hope, that neither deference for the names of great men, nor the 
influence of general opinion, will ever lead us to receive, or to 
give, a wrong construction of any text in the Sacred Book.— 
That to construe the law in this text, as being the law of Moses, 
would be wrong, is evident from the passage itself. It is an ar- 
gument in favour of practical religion, drawn by the Apostle 
from the difference existing between the law and grace. In or- 
der to give weight to this argument, we must admit that under 
this law is the dominion of sin—otherwise it will lose all its 
force. On this admission, the argument will run thus, “If ye 
were under the law, ye would be under the dominion of sin; but 
ye are not under the law, but under grace: therefore sin shall 
not have dominion over you.”’ We at once perceive the pro- 
priety and weight of this argument. But if we allow not, that 
under this law is the dominion of sin, we_ make the argument to 
run thus, “If ye were under the law, sin would not have do- 
minion over you; but ye are not under the law, but under grace; 
therefore sin shall not have dominion over you.’? But who 
would not be ashamed to palm such an argument as this upon 
Paul? This passage then necessarily issglieo, that under this 
law is the dominion of sin. Now, nothing is more evident than 
that the saints, who lived under the law of Moses, were not un- 
der the dominion of sin; for the author of the epistle to the 
Hebrews, informs us that “through faith they wrought righte- 
ousness.”? Hence it will be apparent, that any construction 
making the /aw in the words under consideration to be the law 
of Moses, would be erroneous. For if mankind were under the 
law in question, they would be under the dominion of sin; but 
the saints, who lived under the law of Moses, were not under 
the dominion of sin; therefore the law mentioned in this text, 
cannot be the law of Moses. 

(To be continued. ) 
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S34 OF THE MUSCLES. 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


Extracted from Paley’s Natural Theology. 


OF THE MUSCLES. 
(Continued from page 300. } 


Y were entreat the reader’s permission, to step a little out of 
my way, to consider the parts of the mouth, in some of their other 
properties. It has been said, and that by an eminent physiolo- 
gist, that whenever nature attempts to work two or more pur- 
poses by one instrument, she does both or all imperfectly. Is 
this true of the tongue, regarded as an instrument of speech, and 
of taste; orregarded as an instrument of speech, of taste, and of 
deglutition ? So much otherwise, that many persons, that is to 
say, nine hundred and ninety-nine persons out of a thousand, by 
the instrumentality of this one organ, talk, and taste, and swal- 
iow very well. In fact, the constant warmth and moisture of the 
tongue, the thinness of the skin, the papilae upon its surface, 
qualify this organ for its office of tasting, as much as its inextri- 
cable multiplicity of fibres do for the rapid movements which are 
necessary tospeech. Animals which feed upon grass, have their 
tongues covered with a perforated skin, so asto admit the dis- 
solved food to the papilae underneath, which, in the mean time, 
remain defended from the rough action of the unbruised spiculae. 

There are brought together within the cavity of the mouth 
more distinct uses, and parts executing more distinct offices, than 
t think can be found lying so near to one another, or within the 
same compass, in any other portion of the body; viz. teeth of 
different shape, first for cutting, secondly for grinding: muscles 
most artificially disposed for carrying on the compound motion 
of the lower jaw, half lateral and half vertical, by which the mill 
is worked : fountains of saliva, springing up in different parts of 
the cavity for the moistening of the food, whilst the mastication 
is going on: glands to feed the fountains: a muscular constric- 
tion, of a very peculiar kind, in the back part of the cavity, for 
the grinding of the prepared aliment into its passage towards 
the stomach, and in many cases, for carrying it along-that pas- 
sage; for, although we may imagine thisto be done simply by 
the weight of the food itself, it in truth is not so, even in the 
upright posture of the human neck ; and most evidently is not 
the case with quadrupeds ; with a horse for instance, in which, 
when pasturing, the food is thrust upwards by muscular strength, 
instead of descending of its own accord. 
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In the mean time, and within the same cavity, is going on an- 
other business, altogether different from what is here described, 
—that of respiration and speech. In addition, therefore, to all 
that has been mentioned, we have a passage opened from this 
cavity to the lungs, for the adinission of air, exclusively of every 
other substance: we have muscles, some in the larynx, and with- 
out number in the tongue, for the purpose of modulating that 
air in its passage, with a variety, a compass, and precision, of 
which no other musical instrument is capable. And, lastly, 
which in my opinion crowns the whole as a piece of machinery, 
we have a specific contrivance for dividing the pneumatic part 
from the mechanical, and for preventing one set of actions inter- 
fering with the other. Where various functions are united, the 
difficulty is to guard against the inconveniences of a too great 
complexity. In no apparatus put together by art, and for the 
purposes of art, do | know such multifarious uses so aptly com- 
bined, as in the natural organization of the human mouth, or 
where the structure, compared with the uses, is sosimple. The 
mouth, with all these intentions to serve, is a single cavity, is 
one machine, with its parts neither crowded nor confused, and 
each unembarrassed by the rest; each at least at liberty in a 
degree sufficient for the end to be attained. If we cannot eat 
and sing at the same moment, we can eat one moment and sing 
the next: the respiration proceeding treely all the while. 

There is one case, however, of this double office, and that of 
the earliest necessity, which the mouth alone could not perform ; 
and that is, carrying on together the two actions of sucking and 
breathing. Another route therefore is opened for the air, 
namely, through the nose, which lets the breath pass backward 
and forward, whilst the lips, in the act of sucking, are necessarily 
shut close upon the body from which the nutriment is drawn. 
This is a circumstance which always appeared to me worthy of 
notice. The nose would have been necessary, although it had 
not been the organ of smelling. The making it the seat of a 
sense, was superadding a new use to a part already wanted, was 
taking a wise advantage of an antecedent and a constitutional! 
necessity. 

(To be Continued. ) 
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338 EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF MISS MARGARET ANDERSON. 


Tne Grace of God Manifested. 


THE EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF MISS MARGARET ANDERSON. 


(Continued from page 304.) 


Wuen I was about fourteen years of age, I was greatly alarmed 
by the death of a very wicked man in our neighbourhood: and 
likewise by a sermon delivered on the occasion, by a Baptist 
preacher, (whose memory will be ever dear to me) particular- 
ly in pronouncing these words of the hymn, 


* My thoughts on awful subjects roll, 
Damnation and the dead ; 
What horrors seize the guilty soul, 
Upon a dying bed.” 


Every line appeared to sink into my heart as though it had been 
engraved with a pen of iron. For some months I was almost 
motionless with horror. I thought I could hear the groans of the 
damned in hell; and I was awfully afraid that Justice would 
arrest me, before I could repent. Well might the prophet ex- 
claim, “‘ There is no peace to the wicked, saith my God.” For 
in their gayest and most thoughtless hours, one serious re- 
flection on death will make them completely miserable, the 
thoughts of judgment fill them with the most fearful apprehen- 
sions, and even the thoughts of heaven and happiness distress 
them. And yet they will foster sin in their bosoms, as though 
it alone could give them comfort. Thus it was with me: I 
would gladly have turned to the Lord, but I loved my sins too 
well to forsake them. Yet J still adhered to all my former rules 
of devotion, and avoided almost every thing that ] believed was 
sinful; bu’ vain and trifling conversation, I would not acknowl- 
edge tobe such. I now saw that I must get religion or be mis- 
erable in time and in eternity. | never was contented to live 
without it: and J knew that sin was the cause of all my misery. 
It appeared to me, that to root out sin would be to do violence 
to myself; and this I felt unwilling to do. The carnal mind 
of which I was possessed, is enmity against God, is not subject 
to his law; neither indeed can it be. It will readily submit to 
an outward form, but never can yield to the power of godliness. 

I made it a custom to pray twice or thrice every day in se- 
cret: but when I would spend the day in a more vain or trifling 
manner, than I imagined I ought to do, I was afraid to pray, 
fearing the Lord would cut me off formy presumption. I dared 
not lay down upon my bed to sleep, without praying, for fear 
some judgment would fall upon me in my sleep for my omission 
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of duty. But alas! when the morning light would appear, 
like the dog to his vomit, or the swine to the mire, I would 
again go in quest of pleasure, even where I experienced the 
day before, that there was none to be found; yea, those very 
things of which I was convinced when I recollected myself, 
were the sources of so much pain, | followed against the clear- 
est light and knowledge; and thus hardened my heart and stiff- 
ened my neck, against the calls and mercies of God, insomuch 
that I can but wonder, that the Lord did not withdraw his Holy 
Spirit from me, and give me over to a hard heart and a repro- 
bate mind. I would seek happiness, now in this, and then in 
that vanity, but all without success. Every creature cried out, 
‘Tt is notin me.”? As well may the body feed upon the wind, 
as the soul be satisfied with the trifles of this world. I some- 
times looked for happiness in the prosperity of my friends, and 
sometimes in that trifle of trifles, dress. .all only served to 
prove, that true happiness is not to be found in the things of this 
world, or in any thing less than God. 

Let the poor empty worldlings, (if they think proper,) boast 
of their happiness: but as for me, while 1 was a stranger to 
God, I was an utter stranger to peace and happiness, for which 
I am truly thankful to my God. My soul is humbled within me, 
when I remember the various ways by which he has warned 
me to leave my sin and misery, and seek for rest in the arms of 
a crucified Redeemer. He called me to seek Him sometimes by 
his tender mercies, and sometimes by awful threaténings, 
which always excited some short lived resolutions of amend- 
ment. One in particular was about the first of December 1804, 
which made a deeper impression on my mind, than any thing |! 
had hitherto felt. 

Having spent the sabbath day with some of my young and 
prodigal companions ina very trifling manner, atnight I retired 
to bed, but could not sleep ; distressing thoughts rolled through 
my breast, for which I could then give no account. I felt some- 
what indisposed in body, but more distressed in mind. In 
this situation | spent great part of the night, without closing my 
eyes in sleep. Some time in the night, 1 thought 1 heard a 
rumbling noise over my head, like the sound of thunder. An 
awful sensation shook my whole frame, and great fear fell upon 
me. I thought the house was shaking most violently; and 
I felt such a weight fall upon my heart, that I thought I must 
certainly be crushed in pieces. It appeared to roll slowly over 
me, and passed off at my feet. ‘This was repeated several 
times ; and it appéared to me, as if my very bones must be 
crushed to pieces: it then passed off with a solemn noise ; 
which so affrighted me, that I trembled through my whole frame, 
while an awful horror run through my soul. I think that what” 


sty Moberers 
n Rae a RO TG A te 3 . x 
PR MR 0 My A A A Rn NAP eae ite a0 Sn 
° : oe eee : - Le 


de Rea aime Sa Mcg — N n 


ee ee 


6 ONE Age Senge 


om a 


ARP Ole BI Kas “ 





eae . 


rs 


See cet mn Es : eee 





= SES aah pS STS SET REET EEE AO Ay vine an Be 








} 


Deas ape ET Ao 
“So Fase 


ch 
ae 
‘§ 
: 


woe 


ce -6 Bp 
@ Yee 
bs 

ra 

4; Bet 


ERT ELE ere at ese 


Po eae 





; Me ea FCS: Bak eS 2S RAS ete 2° SOS. Se 
a eee a ee ~: wierd * 5 ey y 
ph ge on : mae ; + a: a re 
AERIS Cr nee tei 
ar Sor 


PR TE eS 
PEE aE AN iy Nap ten a 





840 EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF MISS MARGARET ANDERSON. 


I then felt was only to be compared to the feelings of an uncon- 
verted sou! just going to leave the body, to appear before that 
just and holy God who judges both the quick and dead. 1 
attempted to pray, but my heart was so hard it seemed like 
arock. Icould only say, Lord have mercy upon me. All my 
sins passed before me, and [ thought they would sink my soul 
to hell before morning. My feelings were such as to baffle all 
description. The pains of hell seemed to have gotten hold of 
me. Death and damnation stood threatening me with all their 
horrors, while a justly offended God appeared with his sword 
drawn ready to hew me in pieces. After some time the horrid 
gloom seemed to dissipate: my feelings were hushed into a 
calm, and I presently fell asleep. While I slept, there was a 
scene set before me, more interesting, if possible, than the oc- 


‘currence which happened while | lay sleepless. 1 thought in 


my dream, that by some means, unknown to me, I was conduct- 
ed to a place I had never seen before. 1 recollect nothing of 
my passage: I only remember finding myself there, and what 
was there presented tomy view. The place appeared to my 
sight as a lonesome wood, where no human creature was near me. 
The heavens appeared overspread with black clouds, from 
which torrents of rain descended, attended with dreadful thun- 
derings and lightning, which rent the earth and tore up the 
trees by the roots, and covered the earth with a watery deluge. 
J thought that I took shelter under a lofty oak, which [ had no 
sooner done, than it was cleft from top to bottom. The storm 
raged on every side. I saw no possible way of escaping, but ex- 
pected every moment to be destroyed. In this extremity, me- 
thought I cast myself prostrate on the ground, resolved, that if I 
died, | would die with a prayer inmy mouth.+ I cried Lord, have 
mercy onme,or I perish. Then to my surprise the storin ceased 
and all was calm around me. This so filled my heart with grat- 
itude to God, that I arose and praised the Most High with a loud 
voice, and in transports of joy. But when I awoke, and found 
it was but a dream, my mind was burdened with all the miseries 
of an accusing conscience. I now determined in my mind, that 
T never would spend another day, as I had done the one just 

ast. For some time I prayed more earnestly than I had done 
before ; but alas! this seed was sown among thorns, which soon 
sprang up and choaked it, so that it brought forth no fruit. 
However, though I did much violence to my conscience, yet I did 
not get it so lulled asleep from this time, but that! feared death, 
and trembled at the thoughts of judgment. These agitations 
were quite discoverable. They would often disturb my mind, 
notwithstanding I was anxious to drink the cup of pleasure, 


which was mingled by my gay associates. My thoughts on eter- 
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nity would make those pleasures extremely bitter; rendering 
me unhappy in the extreme. In this manner 1 went on for 
several months, sometimes half complying with, and at other 
times almost ready to reject entirely the calis of heaven. On 
the 6th of July, 1805, my sister Jane, who was three years 
younger than myself, was powerfully awakened, and converted 
in a few days after. My sister Rachel was also stirred up to 
seek the Lord. ‘These things awakened in me more of a spirit 
of emulation than of true penitence; for I had always boasted in 
believing myself a better Christian than either of them; and I 
was unwilling to be excelled by them in any thing that I thought 
was religion. When | would examine myself, whether I was 
willing to let the world go, my evil heart would plead, no, I 
love it too well 1 would then ask myself, shall my sister go 
before me in religion? the answer would be no, no. I Could 
not bear the idea for a moment. I thus halted between two 
opinions for several days. 1 was sometimes offended, because 
I kiiew what the consequences would be. For whosoever depart- 
eth from his sins, and separateth himself from his iniquities, 
maketh himself a prey, a by-word, and a reproach. I was un- 
willing to be left behind. 1 could not bear the idea of my sis- 
ters living more holy than I did; or that JI should go down to 
hell, or even live contented, when they were sianaal more holy 
and pious than myself. I would sometimes conclude, if they 
go, I will go also, 1 will not be left behind. No: I will go 
along withthem. Then again I would conclude to wait a little 
longer. In this combat with my own heart, I would often cry 
unto the Lord, beseeching him deeply to awaken my soul, and 
give me a true sense of my danger. And although my indul- 
gent God did comply with my request, yet how often did I 
grieve his Holy Spirit, and flee for refuge, to some of the beg- 
garly elements of the world. [I would gladly have enjoyed the 
comforts of religion, but I was not willing to undergo the re- 
proach of the cross of Christ, or the labour that was necessary 
for me to undergo to acquire the love of God. Wherefore I 
‘could neither embruce nor reject religion, 

(To be Continued. ) 
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Miscellaneous. 


THE DOCTRINE OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from page 308.) 


Acainst this it may, perhaps, be objected, that those powers 
of perceiving and condemning, may either cease to exist, or 
cease to operate in another life. ‘lo which it is replied in the 
words of a masterly reasoner, ‘ That as it is evident our present 
powers and capacities of reason, memory and affection, do not 
depend upon our gross body in the manner in which perception 
by our organs of sense does: so they do not appear to depend 
upon it at all in any such manner, as to give ground to think, 
that the dissolution of this body will be the destruction of these 
our present powers of reflection, as it will of our powers of sen- 
sation; or to give ground to conclude even that it will be so 
much as a suspension of the former.’—‘ It is by no means certain, 
that any thing which is dissolved by death, is any way neces- 
sary to the living being in this its state of reflection after ideas 
are geined: yet when these ideas are brought in, we are capa- 
ble of reflecting in the most intense degree, and of enjoying the 
greatest pleasure, and feeling the greatest pain by means of that 
reflection. It does not appear then, that the relation of this 
gross body to the reflecting being is in any degree necessary to 
thinking ; to our intellectual enjoyments or sufferings: Nor, 
consequently that the-dissolution or alienation of the former by 
death, will be the destruction of those present powers which 
render us capable of this state of reflection.? Butler’s Analogy, 
Part 1. ch. 1. 

Still it may be said, that the damned will be restored; for 
Hell, like the grave must give up its deposit. In making this 
assertion the Universalist does not inform us how this is to be 
accomplished. Is it, that the faculties noticed above, whose 
operation new aflord so much misery, will be destroyed, and 
yet the soul be restored to the regions of glory? This is impos- 
sible: for as the soul is one and indivisible, and is made up of 
faculties which are essentially necessary to constitute its unity ; 
to destroy any of its essential parts, is to destroy. itself, and in- 
volves the contradiction to destroy and not to destroy, to be and 
not to beat the same period, which is impossible. If, however, 
annihilation of all its parts is meant, | shall not say one word 
against that. No person can rationally deny, that the power 
which created, can also annihilate the soul, and sink it in a mo- 
ment into non-existence. But as it is not against the total and 
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complete aeneenions the above reasoning is intended to lie, but 
against the destruction of some, parts, while the entireness of 
the soul is supposed to remain, | shall proceed to notice an- 
other reason assigned for the restoration of the damned. 

A second may say, the soul shall cease of necessity to be 
miserable, because of the termination or extinguishment of the 
means used for that purpose. As far as this relates to the mis- 
ery experienced by the soul from its own nature, and fixedness 
of condition, it has been replied to already. As far as. it re- 
lates to the infliction of punishment from another source, it can- 
not be supposed for a moment, that the power which furnished 
those means at the commencement of the miserable state, let 
them be what they may, can be at any loss to perpetuate them. 
The power of the Almighty is illimitable, and the treasures of 
his wrath are inexhaustible; therefore the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever. Rev. xiv. 11. 

Another, allowing the sufficiency of Divine power to continue 
the punishment, by the meaas first furnished, may yet plead for 
a change in the faculties through the efficiency of grace. But 
this cannot be allowed for the following reasons. (1.) We have 
no assurance, nor even an intimation given in the word of God, 
that any gracious influences will be experienced in hell. The 
contrary is every where asserted, and the impossibility of the 
thing represented by that great and impassible gulf which is 
fixed betwixt Heaven, (whence every good and perfect gift 
cometh,) and the regions of the damned.- (2.) This life is the 
only state of probation ; and to admit the possibility of a change 
in the damned, would be to admit the possibility of a change 
in the blessed from felicity to misery. (3.) Admit the possi- 
bility of grace being extended to the damned, they must have, 
from the identity of their nature, the same power to resist it as 
when here on earth. If they resist it, every such resistance 
becomes a fresh offence, and calls anew for additional punish- 
ment. ‘This idea of fresh crimes and additional punishment, 
makes it necessary that there should be another sacrifice for 
sin, anewatonement. (4.) But if compulsion should be plead- 
ed by the advocate of the system I am opposing, it cannot be 
admitted, for it is contrary to the procedure oi the Divine Be- 
ing in the present life. Here he does not force the faculties, 
nor influence them in any other way than by the rational and 
moral motives of promises and threatenings. (5.) We can have 
no idea, how it is possible for an intelligent being to love an- 
other intelligent being, who not only has no relation to his hap- 
piness, but employs all his power to make himmiserable. “ As 
God will aggravate the sufferings of the damned by displaying 
his attributes, their hatred of him will be unbounded, their tor- 
ment will excite their hatred. their hatred will aggravate their 
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torment.’? See Saurin’s Sermon on Hell. (6.) Because the 
eternal and immutable law of God, to which they are still sub- 
ject, forbids the interposition of grace. Yes, they are still sub- 
jects of Law; not indeed, precisely in the same sense they 
were when on earth; not now as probationers, hut as objects of 
the divine displeasure, as subjects of the penalties of that law 
which they had violated The presence of punishment forbids, 
surely, the absence of law, for law and punishment are nmatural- 
ly and indissolubly connected. The last and only way left for 
them to escape, is by a direct and arbitrary exertion of Omnip- 
otent power. To which I shall reply in the words of Dr. S. 
Clarke, whose reasoning on the subject, carries with it the evi- 
dence of intui‘ion. 

(1) ’Tis evident Infinite power must be understood to reach 
to all possible things, but cannot be said to extend to the work- 
ing any thing which implies a contradiction; as that a thing 
should be and not be at the same time: that the same thing 
should be made and not be made: or have been and not have 
been: that the same body should be in two places at once, or not 
be in the place where it is, &c. These and the like are in the 
nature of things absolutely impossible ; and to ascribe to God 
a power of doing what cannot oe done, is not magnifying but 
mocking his power. 

(2.) The Infinite power of God cannot be said to extend to 
such things as are naturally evil absolutely with respect to him- 
self. Such would be a power ot destroying his own being, weak- 
ening or diminishing his own power. 

(3.) infinite power cannot be understood to include a possi- 
bility of doing such things as are morally evil with regard to 
others. Such are whatever things are unjust, unrighteous, cruel, 
contrary to promise, and the like. A possibility of doing any 
of which things, is not a mark of power, but of impotency or 
weakness. Hence the Scripture frequently uses such expres- 
sions as these; God which cannot lie. Tit. i. 2. He cannot 
deny himself. 2 Tim. 11. 13. And Heb. vi. 13. 18. Because 
God could swear by no greater, he sware by himself—confirm- 
ing the immutability of his counsel by an oath; that by two im- 
mutable things in which it was impossible for God to lie, we 
might have a strong consolation. ‘ ; : For God 
cxn no more act in contradiction to the moral perfections of his 
own nature, than he can act in contradiction to the absolute na- 
ture of things. Clarke’s Sermon on the Omnipotence of God. 

It was observed ahove, when treating on the peculiar power 
of conscience in the act of condemning, that it always Jooks 
forward with Fear towards punishment. This is another pas- 
sion of the soul, which demonstrates that the doctrine of Uni- 
versalism cannot be true. The difference between the doc- 


@ 





THE DOCTRINE OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT CONSIDERED. 345 


trine of punishment for a limited duration, and no punishment 
at all, is not perceptible in their effects upon the human mind. 
For let a person once believe that punishment is to be ogly for 
a certain, though indefinite period, and the limits of that spe- 
riod will be reduced to the lowest circle of contraction. Mong 
reasons, brought from the nature of the Deity, as well os from 
the nature of crimes, will be assigned to justify fixuig the 
standard at the lowest possible point; till at length, the advo- 
cates of restoration, contemning every idea of punishment, give 
loose to their passions, plunge into crimes, and find themselves 
at last consigned to the blackness of darkness forever. 

There can be no doubt, but that God, the righteous judge, 
will, at the last day, render to every man according to his deéds. 
Rom. ii. 6. But 1s it possible for any man thus accurately to 
fix the magnitude and enormity of crime, or to pronounce with 
positiveness upon the just and necessary quantum of punish- 
ment? It is not. His ignorance of a thousand things connecte 
ed with the decision, forbids the thought; and his partiality 
and sclf-love, which manifest themselves in an infinite variety 
of instances in this life, would lead him to palliate his offence, 
or justify his conduct. Everlasting punishment is denounced 
in God’s word against the finally impenitent, and to the truth 
and justness of the threatening, does the passion of Fear, in the 
breast of every man respond. 

This will appear still plainer, by attending more closely to 
its nature and use. ‘ Fear,’ says Archbishop Tillotson, ‘is a 

assion that is most deeply rooted in our natures, and flows im- 
mediately from the priaciple of self-preservation, which God 
hath planted in every man. Every one desires his own pre- 
servation and happiness, and therefore hath a natural dread and 
horror of every thing that can destroy his being, or endanger 
his happiness. And the greatest danger is from the greatest 
power, and that is Omnipotency. So that the fear of God is 
an inward acknowledgment of a holy and just being which is 
armed with an Almighty and irresistible power; God having 
hid in every man’s conscience, a secret awe and dread of his 
infinite power and eternal justice.’ Ser. Vol. 1. p. 4. 

Archbishop Secker in his lectures on the Decalogue, page 
103, says, ‘ Wickedness, condemned by her own witness, is 
very timorous; and, being pressed with conscience, always 
forecasteth grievous things. Nor do these horrors relate only, 
or chiefly, to what we have deserved to suffer in this world: but 
when our share in it draws to an end, and death approaches, 
then our fears grow stronger than ever, concerning somewhat, 
which is yetto come. Plal. de Rep. L. 1.’ 

Thus, also, Mr. Locke, ‘Fear is an uneasiness of the Mind, 
upon the thought of future evil likely to befall us.’ “Book 2. 

Vor. Ill. 44 
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ch. 20. sec. 10. And this agrees with what St. James says, 
chap. il. 19. The devils also believe and tremble: and with what 
they tleemselves said in Matt. viii. 29. They cried out, saying, 
what have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God, art thou 
come hither to torment us before the time? Already miserable, 
they knew there yet was greater and severer punishment to be 
inflicted on them. Nor will the period ever come round in eter- 
nity, when this passion will bé destroyed, either in faflen An- 
gels, or guilty souls, or the prospect of future punishment cease 
to agitate with horror and dismay. 

As the doctrine of the Universalists is at war with the nature 
and constitution of the human mind; so, also, is it at war with 
the duty of man relating to God, and to society. What part or 
branch of piety is it suited to, or calculated to cherish or pro- 
mote? Begin with what the word of God begins with, and you 
will find it is opposed to that, The fear of the Lord ts the be- 
ginning of Wisdom: and he must be very superficially acquaint-' 
ed with his own mind, and a stranger to piety, who does not 
know the influence this principle gtves to every duty of a re- 
ligtous nature. Nor will he find upon a close attention to the 
subject, that there is a single grace, or Christian duty, but what 
the doctrine of Universalism 1s unfriendly to. ‘Try it with re- 
gard to humility, faith, prayer, self-denial, meekness, taking up 
the cross, and in short toevery thing contained in the summary 
of the Christian’s attainments itt Cheeneiee Let that mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,” and the evil effects 
of that doctrine, will be evident, which removes the sanctions 
of eternal punishment from man in a state of probation. 

It is also subversive of moral philosophy. ‘ For they,’ says 
Dr. Paley, ‘ who would establish a system of morality, inde- 
pendent of a future state,’ (in which punishments are inflicted, 
as well as.rewards bestowed) ‘ must look out for some different 
idea of moral obligation :’ and again he says, ‘ whoever reads 


‘the seeond part, of the ninth section of Mr. Humes’ fourth 


appendix to his principles of Morals, will acknowledge the ne- 
cessity of additional sanctions, beside the motives there pro- 
posed, to withhold men from the gratification of lust, revenge, 
énvy, ambition, avarice ; or to prevent the existence of these 
passions. But the necessity of these sanctions is not now the 
question. If they he an fact established, if the rewards and 
punishments held forth in the gospel will actually come to pass, 
they must be considered. Such as reject the Christian reli- 
gion,’ (or the sanctions of it, notwithstanding they may profess 
to be Christians) ‘are to make the best shift they can to build 
up a system, and lay the foundations of morality without it.’— 
Paley’s Works, Vol. 3. page 64, 66. 
(Tobe Contioued.) 
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To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Brernren, 


Tne following alarming account of the life and death of 
Mr. R A , late of ———— county, Maryland, taken from 
a pamphlet published by the Rev. J. Fletcher, is thought to be 
well worth a place in the Methodist Magazine. E. H.. 
Baltimore county, July 17, 1820. 
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** As death is the inevitable lot of mortals, however distant 
the thoughtless may think the period, it is the wisdom of all 
that must encounter the important scene to prepare for the so- 
lemnities of that hour. The means of improvement are nume- 
rous, and among those the life anddeath of such as have gone 
before us, are not to be accounted the smallest. , 

The relation which I am now to give of a person, with, whom 
].was intimately acquainted, may serve to awaken ouf fears, 
‘Jest a promise being left us of entering into rest, any of you 
come short of it.” 

This youth, like all others, in an unawakened state, lived in 
security somewhere about twenty years. It pleased the Fa- 
ther of Mercies to convince him that the life he lived would 
jead him to destruction, and that it was high time to seek the 
Lord while he might be found, and call upon him while he was 
near. With this conviction he set out'to save his soul. He 
thought it his duty to join the Church of God, and to beg divine 
assistance to fulfil the covenant engagements that were made in 
his behalf at the time of his baptism. 11 was not long before he 
thought he had found the pearl of great price, and appeared to 
rejoice in a present salvation. His words were, “1 know by 
experience that God has power on earth to forgive sin.” He 
walked in all the means of grace for several years. At length 
he thought it his duty to change his condition of life. Unhap- 
py for him he chose a gay, handsome young lady, but a stran- 
ger to religious seriyusness ; and although she was not of his 
way of thinking, his family and personal appearance pleased 
her so well that she submitted to his request, thinking that af- 
ter they were married, she could cure him of his religious fren- 
zy ; and too well she succeeded in the attempt. At first she 
began to reason with him in her way; she observed that if they 
meant to be thought any thing of by their friends and neigh- 
bours, they should not treat them with so much neglect; when 
they visited them to go to this, that, and the other place of di- 
version. ‘That he knew how much persons of his way of think- 
ing were neglected by people of respectability ; that he kept 
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so much reading and praying going on in his house, that the 
neighbours laughed at it; in fine, said she, | married you to be 
happy, but I utterly despair of happiness, unless you leave it off, 
and be like other people. He told her that happiness was what 
he wanted, what he sought, and what he had found: but he 
never found it in those things, which she esteemed to be ob- 
jects of happiness, but that he found it in his God and reli- 
gion; he told her that he hoped he should ever make it his 
highest ambition to make her happy, but that he was certain 
that happiness that arose from the customs and manners of this 
world was not substantial; that although for the present it 
might afford imaginary sweetness, in the end it would be bitter 
as death. When she found that mildness would not do, she 
took the harsher way. She refused to conform to family devo- 
tion. He grieved, he wept, and in secret often prayed for her, 
but to no purpose. She used every stratagem that her fruitful 
imagination could invent. She persisted on till she finally 
wearied him out,—he thought it was useless to try any longer to 
bear up under the opposition he met with. He thought he 
would attend to his private duties, and try to get to heaven alone 
if she would not go with him; but she pursued him to his closet, 
and finally drove him from every retreat, until he gave up 
every religious duty. When he gave over the cultivation of 
his heart by grace, and the regulation of his life by religion, he 
soon found the corruptions of his heart to stir within; they 
broke out in his life, till he finally gratified her in every request 
she made, and ran to greater lenyths than ever he did before he 
made a profession of religion: he found the truth of this pro- 
verb, “ The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own 
ways.” Some time after this he went to hear a sermon, that 
was preached on a particular occasion, in which the minister 
entered into all the feelings of the heart, and all his sins were 
brought to his remembrance. He there promised the Lord, 
once more, that he would set out to serve him let his opposition 
be what it would. But his difficulties appeared to be greater, 
and he found he had much less strength to resist them than he 
had before. He found himself in his enemies hands, and that he 
was like aman who had been bound by his enemy when he 
was asleep, and afterwards awoke with surprise. He struggles, 
but he cannot get free; he groans under his bondage, and wish- 
es for liberty, but in vain. His wife redoubled her efforts, and 
gained her point a second time. He continued in this state 
for some time, sinning with but little remorse of conscience. 
He lost his desires for all the means of grace, and entirely for- 
sook the company of the people of God; he gave himself up to 
the customs and maxims of the world, without having regard 
even to morality. After this he was laid upon a bed of afflic- 
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tion, and his life was despaired of by himself and his friends. 
In this affliction his fears were all alarmed, his sins appeared 
in dreadful colours before him, and he viewed them in such a 
light, that he thought he dare not look up to God for mercy.— 
‘¢ How can I, said he, expect that God will pardon me, when I 
have run counter to his will, grieved his spirit, sinned away all 
that peace I once enjoyed, and finally have gone farther since 
my apostasy, than | ever did before I pretended to religion ? 
O, that I had my time to live over again, or that I had never 
been born!”? His disorder increased, and his fears were wrought 
up to terror. ‘If (said he) God would give me another trial, I 
would amend my ways. If God will not hear me perhaps he 
will hear the prayers of his people in my behalf. O send for 
them that they may pray for me, for how can I stand before the 
avenger of sin in this my lamentable condition.” His friends 
visited him, and God heard prayers in his behalf, and. contrary 
to expectation he recpiiebedl But as his strength of body in- 
creased, his conviction subsided, and by the time he was re- 
stored to health, he was ready for, and actually did return to all 
his former vices. Several years after this, | fell in company 
with him, when we entered into close conversation about the 
state of his soul; I asked him what he thought would become 
of him, if he died in his present state? ‘* Why” said he, “as 
sure as God is in heaven, I shall be damned.” ‘ Well,®® said 


I, “do you mean to die in this state? do you never think of 


changing your course of life 7’ “* My friend,” said he, * I have 
no desire to serve God, I have no desire for any thing that is 
good; to tell you the truth, said he, “ fas much believe my dam- 
nation is sealed, as J believe I am sitting conversing with you.” 
‘‘1 know,” said he, ‘the very time when the Spirit of God 
took its flight, and what you may be more surprised at than all 
Kelamve yet said, is, ] am not troubled about it, no, no more than 
if there was no God to punish sin, nor a hell to punish sinners 
in.”? I was struck speechless. | cannot paint to the reader’s 
imagination the feelings 1 had at that time, but I could say no 
more to him, I could only observe with what an air of indiffer- 
ence he spoke it, and notwithstanding he spoke with confi- 
dence, and his words made such impressions on my mind, yet 
his heart appeared to be as unfeeling as a stone. After | part- 
ed with him | fell into meditation on the awful subject. Lord, 
thought J, who have J been talking with? An immortal spirit 
clothed with flesh and blood, that appears to be sealed over to 
eternal damnation! A man that once had a day of grace, and 
the offer of mercy, but now all appears to be lost! The door of 
heaven is shut against him, never to be opened more. He 
once had it in his power to accept of salvation, and because he 
did not improve his time and talent, God, judicially has take 
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them all away, and given him over to hardness of heart, and 
blindness of mind. He is neither moved by mercy, nor terrified 
by judgment,—may this be a lesson to me, thought I, to im- 
prove to the glory of God, and the salvation of my own soul. 
About two years after, he was laid on a dying bed, and his con- 
science roared like thunder against him, and every sense with- 
in him appeared to he awakened to torment him. His sickness 
was short, and his end awful. “His Christian friends came to 
visit him, and wanted to administer to his comfort, but he was 
comfortless. They told him, perhaps he was mistaken, it was 
not as bad with him as he imagined. ‘Oh!’ said he, “ would 
to God I was mistaken, happy would it be for me, but,’’ contin- 
ued he, “can I be mistaken about my affliction? Is it imagi- 
nation that confines me here? Are my pains imaginary? No, 
no, they are a reality, and J am as certain of my damnation as I 
am of my affliction.” Some persons offered to go to prayer with 
him, but he forbid it. He charged them not to attempt it; 
“For,” said he, “ that moment’you attempt to lift up your hearts 
to God in my behalf, I feel the flames of hell kindle in my 
breast. You might as well pray for the devil as for me—You 
would have as much success. Do you think to force God? 
Do you think to force the gates of heaven that are barred by 
Justice against me? No, your prayers shall return upon your 
own heads, I want none of them.’? The distress of his mind 
seemed to swallow up that of his body, and he continued nearly 
in the same situation till the day he made his exit. All that 
Christians or Christian ministers could say to him, made no im- 
pression on his mind. He never asked any one to pity, or 
pray for him. Just hefore he departed, after he had been roll- 
ing for some time from side to side, with horror depicted in 
every feature of his face, he called out to his wife, to bring him 
a cup of cold water, “‘ For’? said he, “in one hour I shal be . 
where I shall never get another drop.””—She brought him the 
water, he took and drank it with greediness—-he reached hack 
the cup with his trembling hand, and stared her in the face ; 
his eyes flashing terror all around him, he cried out, “ Becky, 
Becky, you are the cause of my eternal damnation.”” He turn- 
ed over, and with an awful groan left the world, and launched 
into a boundless eternity. Ifthe reader should ask after his 
wife, what impressions it made upon her mind; all I have to 
say is, | fear she died as she lived. 

This melancholy history should prove precautionary to two 
descriptions of people, in an especial manner. Ist, Persecu- 
tors of religion may see what will probably be the result of 
opposing their relations, who wish to save their souls alive, 
viz That the eternal destruction of those they turn aside will 
be measurably laid to their charge. Better (said the Saviour) 
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were it for that man that a millstone were hanged about his neck 
and he drowned in the depth of the sea, than that he should offend 
one of these little ones that believe in me.” 2dly, Professors 
of religion are hereby cautioned against ‘“ Being unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers.”” Whatever may be their ac- 
complishments, beauty, family or fortune, they are dangerous 
companions; and one of this character can do you more harm, 
than a thousand enemies whose society you may shun—but 


once bound to an ungodly companion, you plant your bed full of 


thorns for life without a miracle of God’s grace in changing 
the heart. 


a 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A descriptive view of the Western Country previously to its dis- 
covery and settlement by English settlers, or the citezens of the 
United States, as additional or supplementary to Introductory 
Remarks, to the Rise and Progress of religion in the Western 
Country. 


No. V. 


Previousty to the bloody catastrophe which we are about 
to relate, the Indian congregations were much terrified with 
reports which were brought in of some of the Moravian Indians 
being taken prisoners by the whites, carried off to Pittsburg, 
and some of them murdered. 

The humane conduct of Col. Gibson, the Commander at 
Pittsburg, toward the Christian Indians, greatly incensed those 
people who represented all the Indians as Canaanites, who 
without mercy ought to be destroyed from the face of the earth, 
and who considered America as the land of promise, given to 
the whites.* Hearing that different companies of the believing 
Indians came occasionally from Sandusky to the settlements on 
Muskingum to fetch provisions, a party of murderers, about one 
hundred and sixty in number, assembled in the country near 
Wheeling and Buffaloe, determined first to surprise these Indians, 
and to destroy the settlements, and then to march to Sandusky 
where they might cut off the whole congregation. As soon as 
Col. Gibson heard of this black design, he sent messengers to 
our Indians on the Muskingum to give them timely notice of 
their danger: but they came too late. They however received 


*Toskiel’s Missions. 
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in all the settlements early intelligence of the approach of the 
murderers, time enough for them to have saved themselves by 
flight; for a white man, who had narrowly escaped from the 
hands. of some savages, warned them with great earnestness to 
fly for their hves. These savages having murdered and im- 
paled a woman and child, not far from the Ohio, arrived soon 
after at Gnaddenhutten, where they expressed to our Indians 
their fears, that a party of white people who were pursuing 
them, would certainly kill every Indiin they met on the road. 
But our Indians who at other times behaved with great caution 
and timidity, if only the Jeast appearance of danger existed, 
showed no signs of fear, but went to meet real danger with in- 


credible confidence. 
This was undoubtedly owing to an idea, that they had 


nothing t6 fear from the Americans, but only from Indians.— 


However, on the 5th of March (1782) Samuel an assistant was 
called from Shoenbrunn to Salem, where all the assistants in 
those parts met, to consult whether they should fly upon the ap- 
proach ot the white people ; but both those of Salem and Gnad- 
denhutten, were of opinion that they should stay. Samuel ad- 
vised that every one should be left to act according to his own 
sentiments, and thus they parted. When Samuel returned to 
Shoenbruan, some brethren accompanied him part.of the way, 
and he declared that such love and harmony prevailed among 
the believing Indians, as he had never seen before. 

Meanwhile the murderers marched first to Gnaddenhutten 
where they arrived on the 6th of March. About a mile from 
the settlement they met young Schebosch in the wood, fired at 
him and wounded him, so much so that he could not escape. 
He then according to the account of the murderers themselves, 
begged for his life, represented, that he was Schebosch son of a 
white Christian man. [But they pxid no attention to his entrea- 
ties, and cut him to pieces with their tomahawks. ‘They then 
approached the Indians, most of whom were in their planta- 
tions, and surrounded them, but almost imperceptibly, but 
feigning a friendly behaviour, told them.to go home, promising 
to do them no injury. ‘They then pretended to pity them on 
account of the mischief done to them by the English and the 
savages, assuring them of the protection and friendship of the 
Americans. The poor believing Indians knowing nothing of 
the death of young Schebosch, believed every word they said, 
went home with them and treated them in the most hospitable 
manner. They likewise spoke freely concerning their senti- 
ments as Christian Indians, who had never taken the least share 
in the war. A small barrel of wine being found among their 

oods, they told their persecutors on inquiry, that it was in- 
tended for the Lord’s Supper, and that they were going to car- 
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ry it to Sandusky. Upon this they were informed that they 
should not return thither, but go to Pittsburg, where they should 
be out of the way of any assault made by the English or the 
savages. This they heard with resignation, concluding, that 
God perhaps would choose this method to put an end to their 
present sufferings. Prepossessed with this idea, they cheerfully 
deliveréd their guns, tomahawks and other weapons to the mur- 
derers, who promised to take care of them, and in Pittsburg to 
return every article to its rightful owner. Our Indians even 
showed them all those things which they had secreted in the 
woods, assisted in packing them up, and emptied all the bee 
hives for their pretended friends, 

In the meantime the assistant, John Martin, went to Salem, 
and brought the news of the arrival of the white people to the 
believing Indians, assuring them that they need not be afraid 
to go with them, for they were come to carry them to a place 
of safety, and afford them protection and support. The Salem 
Indians did not hesitate to accept of this proposal, believing 
unanimously that God had sent the Americans 4o release them 
from their disagreeable situation at Sandusky, and imaginin 
that when they had arrived at Pittsburg, they might soon find 
a safe place to build a settlement, and easily procure advice 
and assistance from Bethlehem. Thus John Martin with two 
Salem brethren returned to Gnaddenhutten, to acquaint both 
their Indian brethren and the white people with their resolu- 
tion. The latter expressed a desire to see Salem, and a party 
of them was conducted and received with much friendship, 
(Gnaddenhuttten, Salem and Shoenbrunn, all being in one vi- 
cinity.) Here they pretended to have the same good will and 
affection toward the Indians as at Gnaddenhutten, and easily 
persuaded them to return with them. In the meantime the de- 
fenceless Indians were suddenly attacked and driven together 
by the white people, and without resistance seized and bound. 
The Salem Indians, now met the same fate. Before they en- 
tered Gnaddenhutten, they were at once surprised by their con- 
ductors, robbed of their guns, and even of their pocket knives, 
and brought bound into the settlement. Soon after this the 
murderers held a council, and resolved by a majority of votes 
to murder them all the next day. | 

Those who were of a different opinion, wrung their hands, 
calling God to witness, that they were innocent of the blood of 
show Banta Christian Indians. But the majority remained 


unmoved, and only differed as to the mode of execution. Some 

were for burning them alive, others for taking their scalps, and 

the latter was at last agreed-upon; upon which some of the 

murderers were sent to the prisoners, to tell them, that as they 
Vor. Hi, 45 
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were Christian Indians, they might prepare themselves ina 
Christian manner, for they must all die to morrow. 

It may be easily conceived how great their terror was at 
hearing a sentence so unexpected. However they soon recol- 
lected themselves, and patiently suffered the murderers to lead 
them into two houses, in one of which the brethren, and in the 
other the sisters and children were confined, like sheep ready 
for slaughter. They declared to the murderers, that though 
they could call God to witness, that they were perfectly innocent, 
yet they were prepared and willing to suffer death. But as they 
had at their conversion and baptism made a solemn promise to 
the Lord Jesus Christ that they would live unto him and endea- 
vour to please him alone in this world, they knew that they 
had been deficient in many respects, and therefore wished to 
have some time granted to pour out their hearts before Him in 
prayer, and crave His mercy and pardon. This request being 
complied with, they spent their last night here below in prayer, 
and in exhorting each other to remain faithful to the end. One 
brother, called Abraham, who for some time past had been ina 
lukewarm state of heart, seeing his end approaching, made the 
following public confession before his brethren: “* Dear breth- 
ren! it seems as if we all shall soon depart unto our Saviour, 
for our sentence is fixed. You know that I have been an un- 
toward child, and have grieved the Lord and my brethren by 
my disobedience, not walking as! ought to have done. But 
yet I will now cleave to my Saviour with my last breath, and 
hold him fast, though 1 am so great a sinner. I know assur- 
edly that he will forgive me all my sins, and will not cast me 
out.”*> The brethren assured him of their love and forgive- 
ness, and both they and the sisters spent the latter part of the 
night in singing the praises of God their Saviour, in the joyfud 
hope, that they soon should be able to praise him without sin. 

When the day of execution arrived, namely, the 8th of 
March, two houses were fixed upon, one for the brethren, the 
other for the sisters and children, to which the wanton murder- 
ers gave the name of slaughter houses. Some of them went to 
the Indian brethren and showed great impatience that the execu- 
tion had not yet begun, to which the brethren replied, that they 
were all ready to die, having commended their souls to God. 

Immediately after this declaration the carnage commenced. 
The poor innocent people, men, women, and children were led, 
bound two and two together with ropes, into the before mention- 
ed slaughter houses and there scalped and murdered. 

According to the testimony of the murderers themselves, they 
behaved with uncommon patience, and went to meet death with 
cheerful resignation. Abraham was the first victim. A sister 
called Christina, who spoke both English and German well, 
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fell on her Knees before the captain of the gang and begged her 
life, but was told that he could not help her.” 

Thus ninéty-six persons wnoniGed the name of the Lord: 
sixty-two were grown persons, five valuable assistants in the 
ministry, and thirty-four children ! Two youths, fifteen or six- 
teen years old escaped. One was scalped and laid as dead till 
night, the other secreting himself in the cellar of the house in 
which the sisters were executed, he was there almost literally 
floating in blood ; he escaped by night also. 

Oh! that I could raise a Missionary flame, till the Gospel be 
so spread among the Indians that this foul blot be wiped off the 
Christian name. 

The Captain of this wretched gang, as I understand, after- 


wards lived a miserable life. 1 am told he pined away, and it 


is to be feared died as he lived. This story has been told al! 
over CurisTENDow, and well tor their posterity that the names 
of the perpetrators are concealed. ‘The extract that I now 
give, is a translation into English from the. German language. 
This cruel act produced the retaliation by the savages, in which 
the unfortunate Col. Crawford and others, fell the victims, and 
were so cruelly tortured by them in the Sandusky plains. 

As to events permitted by Divine Providence, perhaps to his 
saints in blessed eternity will there discover, that many dark 
things will be made light. The following remark of some sav- 
me on this occasion deserves particular notice. ‘ We intend- 
ed to draw our friends, the believing Indians, back into heathen- 
ism, but God disapproved of it, and therefore took them to him- 
self.” 

THEOPHILUS ARMENIUS, 

Feb. 3, 1820. 

(To be Continued. } 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DANIEL ASBURY, P. E. OF BROAD-RIVER 
DISTRICT, TO WM. M. KENNEDY, DATED CAMDEN, S. C. JUNE 27, 1820. 


Dear Brortuer, 


J rHanx the Lord that he has once more revived his 
work in Camden. “Many who but a short time since were in the 
broad road to hell, are now walking in the narrow road to heav- 
en. Our meeting house though large for that place, is filled 
by day and by night, with men and women, who are inquiring 
the way to Zion. Our class meetings are crouded—between 
thirty and forty have joined our church, and many more are on 
the way—and what is rather uncommon, the work hitherto has 
prevailed mostly among the males. It would do your heart 
good, dear brother, to visit Cantden in its present state; the old 
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professors appear to be all alive in religion, and‘looking for- 
ward in confident expectation of seeing still greater wonders of 
grace wrought by the God of Israel.. As yet very little oppo- 
sition to the work has appeared. Brother Hill is indefatigable 
in visiting from house to house, talking to, and praying with and 
for the people, and the Lord blesses his labour of love. J am 
more than ever convinced that if we were more faithful in this 
duty of visiting, both in towns and circuits, we should be more 
happy in our own souls, and much more successful in the work 
of our high cailing. May the holy flame spread wide and sink 
deep till allthe earth be filled with the knowledge of God. 


AMEN. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION IN SCHENECTADY. 


Messrs. Banes & Masoy, 


Your nineteenth number contains an account of a re- 
vival of religion in the city of Schenectady, which took place 
during the preceding winter and spring, for the truth of which 
I had publicly pledged my name: but sirs, judge of my surprise, 
when | read in the Religious Intelligencer, published in New- 
Haven on the 22d of April, 1820, a communication, dated Schen- 
ectady, March 6th, 1820, saying, ‘‘ [t 1s now thirty years since 
the Lord visited this place by an outpouring of his spirit.” After 
pausing a moment, | sought for the Author of such intelligence, 
and beunold it was a stupent of Union College! Charity for- 
bade me to attribute it to ill design in him: | could only con- 


jecture that he was a Freshman, who had not been in Schenec- 


tady the preceding year, when it pleased Almighty God gra- 
ciously to visit that city with a revival of religion. The same 
Author says page 751, of Malta, “Jt was a place of great spir- 
atual dearth, and like the mountains of Gilboa, had NEveR rain 
or dew.” Now in this town there were more than one hundred 
zealous Methodists, previous to the revival of which he has giv- 
en some account. He then goes on to state a great increase of 
members in that vicinity in the Presbyterian churches of Still- 
water and Ballston: but he seems to be totally ignorant of the 
conversion of more than one hundred and seventy souls to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and who joined the Methodist Church.— 
How much more to the honour oi our blessed Immanuel, would 
his communication have been, had he been in possession of the 
whole truth in relation to that glorious revival. 

I hope my veracity will not be questioned, when I say that 
his account of the late revival in Schenectady, was at the time 
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he wrote (March 6, 1820) modestly short of the truth ; that is to 
_ say, he was not fully informed of the state of the work, when he 

told us that “fifteen had experienced religion, and one hundred 
were under conviction :”? for previous to the date of his letter, 
more than twenty, probably unknown to him, in the congregation 
of my charge, were happily converted to God. This gracious 
work had been for some months budding and blossoming among 
the multitudes that frequented our house of worship ; until about 
the last of January, souls began to struggle into gospel liberty. 
It seemed however in the general, (as in King Hezekiah’s dis- 
tress,) as if the children were come to the birth, and there was 
not strength to bring forth. Our pious neighbours of the 
Presbyterian and Dutch Reformed Churches, observing this, 
flew to the help of the Lord, and their indefatigable activity 
and perseverance, I think, were of great use. Agreeing to 
let Predestination sleep, their preaching, their exhortations and 
their fervent prayers were more like the Methodists, than the 
people of their order, in that city, had ever before witnessed. 
Revivals of religion were now no longer termed Methodist de- 
lusion, and the subjects of grace were no more called crazy. 
The people submitted to the order in which God saw fit -to 
work. In the beginning of April, God, in his infinite goodness, 
poured out His spirit more plentifully upon the congregation of 
my charge; of about twenty penitents, kneeled at the altar, in 
supplications for mercy, about half of them were brought into 
gospel liberty, which | thus state as a sample of the,order of 
the work. While other denominations -were gathering their 
harvest of souls, our little Zion flourished like the palm-tree, 
and our converts grew like the willows by the water-courses. 
In the midst of these happy days, my term of service expired, 
after an increase of the members of my charge of seventy-six 
souls; and I had to force myself from one of the most blessed 
revivals that ] had ever before witnessed. Thus closed my two 
years labour, with a most affectionate people, consisting of fif- 
ty-four members when I took the oversight of them in 1818, 
and took leave of them after a nett gain of one hundred and 
. forty souls: which causes my soul to magnify the Lord, and 

my spirit to rejoice in God my Saviour. . 

Ihave only to add, that the doctrines principally insisted 
upon were human depravity and its consequences, general re- 
demption by Jesus Christ, repentance towards God, faith to- 
wards our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and holiness of heart 
and life. 

To aid me in this important work, the people of my charge 
were zealously engaged in prayer, and: class-meetings, and all 
the means of grace. Such are the means, which | trust God 
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will never fail to bless. May His glorious work continue to 
prosper, until all shall join in ascribing glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace and good-will to men. 
Witiram THACHER. 
New-York, June 12, 1820. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM A YOUNG GENTLEMAN, LATE A RESIDENT 
IN NEW-YORK, TO HIS SISTER IN THIS CITY, DATED ULYSSES, 
TOMPKINS COUNTY. 


Dear SIsTER, 


As I have been in the habit of communicating to you the 
remarkable occurrences which have fallen in mv way, from time 
to time, and believing it will be interesting to you to hear of the 
prosperity of Zion, | shall, without farther remark, lay before 
you the following narrative. | 

A young man, who had spent his early years in the bustle 
and hurry of a city life, had felt. for some time, a desire to seek, 
in retirement and solitude, that satisfaction he had pursued in 
vain amidst the busy multitude. Accordingly, he left his pa- 
rents, his brothers and sisters, his numerous young compan- 
ions and vain amusements, and sought a home and livelihood 
among strangers in the country. 

Solitude and retirement opened to his mind a different scene 
from that which had hitherto occupied his thoughts. He cast 
a retrospective glance over his past life, his present state, and 
extended his views to future prospects. He saw that he had 
lived in opposition to the commands of God, and felt the pang 
of conscious error. He remembered the prayers of his aged 
father, and the admonitions of his godly mother, and called to 
mind the instructions he had been privileged to hear from pious 
ministers. For awhile he attempted to conceal these reflec- 
tions, but in retirement and solitude they sank deeper and 
deeper into his heart, and drove sleep from his pillow, and 
peace from his soul. He felt that the hand of the dlmighty 
was upon him, and on one occasion, under the preaching of the 
word, his feelings broke over all restraint, and he publicly 
confessed his guiltiness, and mourned his unhappy situation. 

From this period, he sought the Lord, in the means of his 
appointment, nor did he seek in vain. It would swell my nar- 
rative to too great a length to enumerate the various exercises 
of mind which succeeded,—finally, at a prayer-meeting, after 
two or three hours struggle in prayer, the peace of God visited 
his heart, and he raised his voice in praises to his God and Sa- 
viour. 
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By this time you are beginning to ask, who is this happy 
yarn 2—Oh my dear sister it is your brother himself, who is the 
appy witness of pardoning love. Yes, blessed be God, I have 
set my face Zionward, and hope says 9 grace to persevere. 
I know I have just entered a wartare, and am not unaware that 
I shall have much to encounter, but while I keep near the Cap- 
tain of my salvation, | need not fear the fiery assaults of the ene- 


my. Praised be the name of my God, I know well, he has con-. 


verted my soul, and “ saved mine eyes from tears, and my feet 
from falling.”? 

! am fully persuaded, that the doctrines of the Methodist 
Church are agreeable to Scripture, and to the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit; and | have conscientiously connected myself with 
that Church, and feel that | am growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. While you are wor- 
shipping in spacious edifices, and “ temples made with hands,’* 


a log-school-house is the humble dwelling where the people of 


God, in this vicinity, have convened to hear the gracious news 
of free salvation. But even the doors of these lowly mansions 
have been shut against us, and we have fotlowed the example of 
the primitive Christians, meeting from house to house— until 
our little society have unanimously agreed to throw together our 
mites, and build a Meeting-House, and the day before yesterday 
the frame wasraised. Though small, it will be sufficiently com- 
modious for us—and thus the hand of the Lord has led us, from a 
Log-School House, to a decent framed Meeting-House. Our 
Society consists of about seventy members, and will soon be in- 
corporated. Fourteen in one night have experienced religion, 
and the work is still progressing. About one half of our society 
are young professors, and perhaps one third young people ; and 
what is truly encouraging, | see some of my young companions 
bowing at the footstool of mercy. 

I often feel a zealous fervency springing up in my soul in 
behalf of the unconverted, and have felt, and still feel that it is 
my indispensable duty to warn sinners of the wrath to come, 
and invite them toa bleeding Saviour. O! could I compass 
them all in my arms, | onal bear them to Calvary, and there 
point them to an agonizing Jesus,—suffering, bleeding, dying 
for them; and if the sight did not pierce the rebel heart, f would 
still encircle them in the arms of faith and prayer, and fly with 
them to Him who “ ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 

Remember me, my dear sister, instruct me as experience en- 
ables you, pray for me, and may we at last meet at the right 
hand of Gad the Father, for the Redeemer’s sake. 


T. Z..N. 
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Poetry. 


ae 


From the Religious Intelligencer. 


LINES 
Written after hearing a Sermon on the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, May 21, 1820, 
HAIL, Glorious Mystery! Truth divine! 
Welcome to this heart of mine ; 
Expand, my soul, with sacred fire, 
While I this wond’rous truth admire. 


Father of uncreated mind, 

Who sent thy Son to seve mankind, 

Thee would we love, Thee would we praise, 
Thy Name we’llsing in endless lays. 


The “ Light” that fills the ethereal throne, 
Shine gracious in the eternal Son : 
Reflected in his glorious face, 

We see thy mercy to our race. 


And now the S»~iour claims our praise; 
Grateful, our hearts their anthems raise. 
The First begotten from above, 

Descends with grace, and peace, and love. 


Equal with God, he reign’d on high, 
Encircled with immensity. 

Vast condescension ! Oh, how low ; 
He stoops, to dwell with men below. 


Now by his death upon the tree, 
Opens the gates of heaven to me. 
This precious gift, all gifts above,* 
Vouchsafes to us Jehovab’s love. 


Behold the Father reconcil’d, 

With looks of love, and visage mild; 
The Comforter, with blessings sends,{ 
To turn his rebel foes to friends. 


The holy Spirit, next we praise, 
Great Sanctifier of our race— 

Thou art our God; to Thee wo bow; 
Grant us Thy saving influence now. 


Thus we will bless the Sacred Three, 
Nor less rejoice in unity ; 
For we unite the One in Three, 


And laud him to eternity. A.N. 
* Romanos viii. $2. t John xiv. 25. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
“ Tis impious for a good man to be sad.” 


SAY, Christian, why so sad a look ? 
Why that dejected air? 

Is there a foe you cannot brook 
Which drives you to despair ? 


Does discontent thus mar your peace, 
And cause you to complain ? 

O! break the bondage, find release, 
And cheerfulness regain. 


Thy brow contracted strikes a dread, 
O’er those who know thee not ; 

And when all cheerfulness is fled, 
Religion is forgot. 


Those austere looks are only fit’ 
For the monastic cell ; 

Where loves the boding owl to sit 
And flitting bats to dwell. 


Yea, in the cloister’s deep recess, 
Where hope ne’er gilds the scene; 

That gloomy phantom may oppress, 
And haunt with sullen spleen. 


But in society, where love 
And friendship sweetly join; 
We want the mildness of a dove, 
And wisdom to refine. 


Jesus was gentle, he was mild, 
Ne’er harsh, nor too severe; 

Meek in his spirit as a child, 
And cheerful to endear. 


If we our passions thus coctroul, 
No discord shall we find ; 

No darkness shall surround the soul, 
No vapours so unkind. 


But pure celestial light divine, 
Will bless us with its rays; 

And uncreated beams shill shine, 
Throughout our peaceful days. 


NV. York, Aug. 16, 1820. O 





